'UNIVERSAL FINGER

in their import.

than running down

ternational Association for Identification, will hold a fopr-diy conven-
tion in this city, startingjSeptember 21, for the discussion of the ques-
tion of universal fingerprinting, or the taking of the fingerprints )’f’J
cvery man, woman and ¢hild in the, United States, six years 9}":50..

Oor OveEr.

-

The question of universal fingerprinting is not a new one to ex-
perts for it has been discussed in the annual convention for the past
three years. At the session to be held here it is expected that a reso-
lution will be passed requesting Congress to emact a law requiring

every person in the United States

is claimed, will prevent the possibility of anyone's losing" his identity.

¥» many persos, umiversal fingerprinting sounds absurd, but the
Bxgentine Republic has realized the value of the fingerprint and has
already adopted the movement which is yet in the stage of discussion
in the United States. The Argentine Republic has the fingerprints of

every citizen filed away.

In line with the question of uni-
versal fingerprinting. members of
the International Aassociation for
ldentification., which is composed
of fingerprint experts from all over
the country, plam to organize a
national bureau to be located iIn
Washington, which will contain the
fingerprints of every resident in the
United States.

Working In conjunction with the
tnational bureau, State bureaus will
be organized in every State in the

country as well as the bureaus in

the large cities which are now in
operation. With the adoption of

finiversal fingerprinting, such a

thing as a person being unidenti-

fied in case of accident or death
is held highly improbable.
:

Y way of illustration, scores of

persons are taken suddenly 1ll|

daily on the streets in various
cities throughout the country and
die before medical attention can be
summened. With the arrival of the
police search is made of their cloth-
ing. and if such a search falis to
pring forth a card or other means
of jdentification, the body is taken
to the morgue, held for several
days, and then whexn not claimed is
interred in an unmarked grave In
Potter's fleld.

Under the proposed system when
a person falls in the street and
gearch of the clothing fails to
bring forth any means of identifica-
tion, the fAngerprints will Imme-
diately be taken and classified. If

the city identification bureau fails

to have the print, a copy will be
sent to the States bureau, and If
that bureau fails to have the print
its files, it will be forwarded
to the national bureau whereg the
identification will be made.

the ﬂn;zrprint
would also read-
identity of the
victim, found wandering
aimlessly, or the lost boy, Whose
desire to see the world led him away
With the adoption of
the au-
bureau

in

Such a system.
experts point out,
ily establish the
aphasia

from home.
universal finger printing.
thorities of the national
would be notified as soon as the
boy disappeared. Every lad who
fell into the custody of the police
authorities along the road would be

fingerprinted and his prints sent
to the bureau. Within a few days,
the identification men believe, the

boy would be restored to his family.

Identification
declare that
40,000 unknown

EMEBERS of the
Amsociatien

there were

dead in the United States last year.
This fart s one of their strongest
arguments for universal finger-
printing.

At the last convention of the In- |
ternational Association for Iden-l
tification held in Minneapolis. last

' August, the association went on

record unanimously in favor of uni-
verzal fagsrprinting.

The aim of the ldentification ex-
perts is clearly outlined in the res-
olution, which reads in part:

#“This association ix In faver eof
countly bureau of

the Court House
in each couniy and a Siate burean
iy the capital of ench State and a

national buresm nt Washingtlon,
D C.
“These wmeveral and various bu-

reaus of ldentification shall in mo
way whatsoever be confused or com-
nected with any criminal buream of
identification mow Im existemce or
which may come inte existemce at
any later date.
} “This association s in faver eof
fingerprinting each and every per-
som of @ years of age and ever
within these United States of Amer-
iea, and that three coples of each
of these sets of prints be mades
ene tp be deposited at the Court
. Houmse of each county whereln the
| subject resides: ome at the State
bureau in the eapital of that par-
ticular State and the third to be de:
posited in the National Buream =t
Washingten, D. C.”

Washington has already been se-
lected as the city in which the na-
tional bureau is to be located, for
this city is regarded as the center
of fingerprint activities by reason
of the fact that two of the largest
fingerprint bureaus are located
here, namely the Ildentification bu-
reaus of the War Department and
Navy Department

It is probable that several Con-
Eressmen wil] be asked to attend
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INGERPRINTS—-&G‘M of the crilnmal but - the h:y ;
fo crime for the police—are rapidly becoming universal]

Realizing the value of the ﬁn;er;mnt for other uses
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PRINTING URGED BY IDENTIFICATION EXPERTS

" First Conceived as a Means for. Apprehending Cnmmals Science Has: Broadened in

ScOpe to Be an Aid to the Lost. and Sorrowmg---By James Norbgrt ﬂoyle

the crimimal, ynembers of the In-

to be fingerprinted. Such a law, it

association to hear the arguments
set forth in favor of universal fin-
gerprinting, for since Cqongress will
be asked to pass & law requiring
all persons In the United BStates
over 6§ years of age to have thelr
fingerprints taken, members of the
association are anxious to have the
solons get & kno\;ledge of the pro-
posed movement from discussions in |
the convention.

ITH the.mention of finger-
prints, one thinks immedi-
ately of thgir intimats as-

sociation with police and erime.

Fingerprint experts are working
to drive out the popular belief that
fingerprints are used solely as a|
| means of identifying ecriminals and |
in place of this false idea must |
come an appreciation of the fact|
that fingerprints, through universal |
fingerprinting, will become a great
benefit to society by helpful identi-
fication.

Many large banking houses have
already adopted fingerprints as a
means of protection agalnst the
forger and impersonation of de-
positors. A Porto Rican bank has |
installed a fingerprint system for
those who cannot sign their names
to checks and deposits. Finger-
prints instead of signatures are
used as a means of identifying
checks.

During—the war more than B5,-
000,000 fingerprints were gathered
by the War and Navy Departments.
These bureaus through the medium
of the fingerprint rendered the gov-
ernment valuable service.

Approximately 1,300,000 prints are
contained in the files of the Bureau
of Identification at the Navy Depart.
ment, these prints having been
gathered since the bureau was or-
ganized, January 1, 1907,

J. H. Taylor is in charge of the
Navy Bureau, which is probably one
of the largest and best equipped bu-
reaus of its kind in the country.
During the war period 125 persons
were employed In this bureau.
O Theater, Tenth near E street

northwest, the Iidentification

Bureau of the War Department is
located. This bureau is in charge
of Walter 8. Kaye.

The main purpose of the identity
segtion in both the War and Navy
departments is to ldentify unknown
dead in time of war and to keep
undesirable former service men
from re-enlisting under assumed
names.

Hardly a day paues
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AS BELL RINGERS

Might Do for Wedding, But
Can’t Ring for Funeral,
Scoffs Ancient Toller.

LONDON, Aug. 6.—Women cam-
panologists, or belles of the bells,
are seeking to rival men in the an-
cient and honorable oceupation of
change ringing.

There was one woman delegate,
Miss E. K. Parker, at the all-Eng-
land conference of bellringers held
in the Church House, Westminster,
recently, one among 70 men. She
represented 200 women, who are
members of the Ladies’ Guild of
Change Ringers. Miss Parker her-
self is the most skillful woman bell-
ringer in the world. She has been
ringing for twelve years, but de-
clares she has still a great deal to
learn of the art.

“We have members of our.guild Iin
all parts of the country,” said Miss
Parker, “and are K gaining new re-
cruits every day. Women are taking
up ringing seriously, and are finding
it most fascinating.

“At present there is no all-woman
band of bell-ringers, but we are ar-
ranging to form one to play this
summer in a London church. There

is ng reason why women should not
make as good ringers as tivé best of
the men.”

One venerable man, Who kad been
bell-ringer for “nigh on 50 year”
was frankly hostile to the invasion
of his cral’L “Women,” he said
scornfully, “may be all right for
ringing &t i wedding or a christen-
ing, but they never will have the
touch for tolling at a burial. They |
would make too much of a noise, nnd

the. identifigation h-'llllilu. it tor un." ]
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Picture No. 1—Shows a pattern of
a print kmown as am “arch,” se
called becsuse the ridges run from
ene mide to the other, making =ne
backward turn.

Ne, 2. —Detective Sergt. Fred
!-ld&rx fingerprint expert of the
loeal police department, who ha

finger markings.

Neo. 3—Walter Karye, iIn charge
War Department.

No. 4—Fingerprints can be located
om some of the most insignificant
articles. This fact is provem by
the abeve pieture, ghowing some ar-
ticles from which Detective Sand-
berg has taken primts.

No. 5—Fugene Van Huskirk, su-
perintendent of the Natio Bu-
reaun of Criminal Identifieation, eof

Kaye does not recelve a request

from some police bureau asking his
aid in ldentifying the victim of a
fatal accident. From New York
City especially come such requests,
for that city of late has been tak-
ing the fingerprints of the unknown
dead and sending them broadcast
throughout the country to police
bureaus and other agencies to es-

tablish  fdentity. Through this
means, Mr. Kaye has been able to
identify almost a dozen persons

during the past year,

Both Mr. Taylor, of the navy bu-
reau, and Mr. Kaye have had wide
experience in identification through
fingerprints and are able to unfold
countless stories of [dentification by
that means.

The activities of the government
Identification bureaus are more or
less generally known, but little has
been said of another identification
bureau located In Washington,

identified scores of persons thn-th

of the identification burean of the |

this city, whe renders valuable aild
to police of other citiea throuxh the
exchange of fingerprinis of crim-
Inals,

No. 8—Another pattern of print
knewn ™ n  “lgeop,™ showing
| seventy-one points of identifieation
| by lines drawn through the primt.

No. 7—H. T. Burlingame, assistant
to Detective Sandberg of the local
police department.

No. S—A pattern knomwn
“whorl.,™ Im wheris some of the
ridges make a torn through ot
least one complete cireuit,

Neo. 0—J. H. Taylor, of the jden-
tification bureaw of the Navy De-
partment. Mr. Taylor is in charge
of probably ome of the largest hu-
reaus of the kind in the country
and has written several books om
| fingerprinting.

which has rendered valuable serv-
ice to police departments through-
out the country.

This bureau, the National Bureau
of Criminal Identification, is located
at 630 Louisiana avenue morthwest.
Eugene Van Buskirk, a fingerprint
expert of wide experience, {8 super-
intendent, and exchanges hundreds
of photographs of criminals with
various police departments in the
United States.

INGERPRINTS long ago proved
their value to the police, and
48 a result police departments
in every large cily of the United
States are equipped with identifica-
tion bureaus. There is & possibility
of “beating” the Bertillon method
of identification, but the ecriminal
knows he cannot beat the finger-
print. -
Before the advent of the finger-
print eystem police had tried for
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years to find some means by which
a criminal's identity could be pers
manently fixed.

To this end the rogues gallery
containing pictures of persons who
had been convicted of various crimes
came into being, but a criminal
could easily assum. a disguise, and
it was found that while the rogues’
gallery was of some help it did
not permanently fix the identity of
the eriminal.

FPhotography was next brought
into police circles in an effort te
solve the problem. Photographs
were taken of a criminal in various
poses, full face, half face, profile
and so on, but the* riminal found a
way to “beat" the photogfaph, for
a contortion of the musclea of the
features materially altered the
value of a portrait. Thus the prob-
lem remained unsolved,

EN came the Dertilon method,
a method devoled to measur-
ing the criminal, and while
this method was cflective, It was
found that it was not an’ absolute
means of identificatiom;

The fingerprint system and
development on &a sclentific basis
was due to the experiments of Sir
Francis Galton, explorer and sclen-
tist, who was born at Birmingham,
England, February 16, 1822, and
who died in London in January,
1911.  The first Impetus toward deep
investigation of fingerprints was
recelved by Galton from Sir Will-
Iam Herschel. for the latter, while
stationed In India, made a study of
finger Impressions and submitted a
report to the government In 1877

throughout the province as a means
of fixing identity.

Because the subject of finger Im-

‘presfions was practically unheard-

of, Herschel's recommendation was

its'

urging the use of such impressions [},

not acted upon, and Galton began
investigation of the subject in 1888,
Various other persons undertook
the study of fingerprinis as a means
of identification, and the =syetem
now generally in use was perfected
by Sir E. R. Henry in the latter
part of the nineteenth century.
The Henry system was introduced
in England and Wales in 1901 &nd
worked with the greatest success.
The record of fingerprints fir Eng-
land and Wales is kept at Scotland
Yard
COTLAND YARD, or New Scot-
S land Yard, as ft is called by
Londoners, probably the
Ereatest criminal
world.

agency Im the
located geographically in the center

is

fingerprints so perfected that their
Agents can trace & criminal respon-
sible for a crime committed in Kirk-
wall, in the northern part of Scot-
land, as easily as for one committed
in ‘Mayfair, in London.

Practically all the police depart-
ments |n every large city In the
Uniteq States have adopted the
fngerprint system, which Is one of
the greatest assets to them in their
work. Hundreds of criminals are
run down and sentenced yearly be-
cause they left a “tell-tale” finger-
print behind when they “pulled a
job.”

In advocating universal finger-
printing the International Assocla-
tion for Identification makes it
plain that the bureau which would
be established, should that plan be
adopted, shall in no way whatso-
ever be confused with any criminal
yreau of identification now in ex-
istence.

- REPARATIONS for taking fin-
P gerprints are very simple. The
fingerprint outfit consists of a

fuﬂp of glass about five *x toches

It is a gray stone building I

of London and has a system of filing |

9

in a thin

upon which ink is =pread

coating. - Then a paper form with

spaces for the impressions is fixed |

beslde the

is In readiness.

strig of glass, and all
Usually twelve prints are made
from each individual to be recorded

First each of the ten fingers
printed separately, them the four
fingers of each hand together. After

is

the prints are taken they are clas-|

sified and filed away in cabinets.

Detective Sergt. Fred Sandberg,
in charge of the Bureau of ldenti-

fication of the loca] police depart- |

ment, Is considered ome of the most
capable fingerprint experts in the
tountry.” Through Sandberg's ef-
forts scores of CAses been
solved for the local department and
in many -instances he has rendered
valuable service to the police de-
partments In other cities by his
knowledge of fingerprints,

have

From the most insignificant ar- |

ticles Sandberg has gecured finger-
prints which in many instances led
to arrests. Sandberg is frequently
cilled upon by various organizations
to give lectures on the fingerprint
eystem and has a collection of
rtereopticon views pertaining to the

cases on which he has worked. In-|

cluded In the views is a plcture of
the various articles from which he

has secured prints, some of wnich |
aAre bottles. panes of glass. furnli- |

ture, a child's bank, telephone slot

boxes and many other articles.
HEN called sut on a case, the
detective never overlooks a
“bet" for upon the most in-

significant object may be found the

key that will'ald in clearing up the

case, .

‘Only a phort time ago the local

police department, was copfronted
with a geries of early moraing rob-

.
e

iof his thumb on the freshly painted

| tnok it to police headquarters where

| the
| been

| rapidly

| ant for that division

| print eystem while only

1

i but were

| prints and

beries and with the report of each
case the detectives making the in-
vestigation were confident that the
various *“jobs” were the work of
the same man. E
Fandberg wag called out on o=
case and made a thorough rrgrt.:l
for fingerprints, but in wvain. Jhe
burglar suddenly ceasod his opbre-
tlong and remained inactive .M
| about tweo weeks, when he entere
& house mear Ninth and K streets
northwestL T

The boure had been freshly -
painted and the burglar in gaining
| entrance to the house loft a print

window frame. .
Randberg removed the print nnl

he compared it with those In his

|file and established the identity of "
| the burglar, whose arrest soon Tole sl

lowed.

H T. Burlingame, & member of
local police department, hax

associated = with Detertfve
Sergt. Sandberg In identification
work for the past five years, and (s
coming the fore

o AR &

| ingerprint expert of note
|

T

tification of
department increased to
such an extent that Ma) L
Cessford. superintendent of palics
will probably detall another assist-

the

has

loca! pelior

Harry

within the nex
few days

An idea of the value of the finger
print system the local police
clearly ted the report
Detective Sandberg to the major
and superintendent of police for the
30,

fdentiffca-

to is

illustra in of

June 1820

346

fiscal year ending
During that year,
tions were made through the finger-

forty wers

| made through the Bertillon sysiem.

According to the- Detec-
tive Sandberg or his assistant wers

called upon during the

report

period end-

ing June 30, 1920, to visit and ex-
amine seventy-four s enes of crime
for possible fingerprint etidence
| and succecded 11 ebtalning soch
evidence in forty-three cases

“In some of these cases,™ the re-
port states, “the prints were from
the palm of the hands or from the

tips of the fing

being complete enough to make a
search of our flles, but there was
auficlent detall In all of them to
| establish the fdentity of the gullts
person if apprehended In several
cases where arrests were made, th

officers secured cor nE wlry
the guilt of the acc had b
established througt ¥
dence; in other cases it was t1the
weang of establishing the inn
cenre of persons suspected.’

N HIS REPORT. Sandberg cites

case Where fingerprints were the
means of ldentify
was shot and killed
1920, by a member of the detertive
bureau. when resisting arrest after
having burglarized a house and car-

ried away several thousands of dol-
lars worth of

Shortly before 1t}
dled at the
several detective
effort

silver
wounded man
Hospita

ioned him in

Fmergency

an to establish

unsuccessf

hi= §dentity

forts.

the
Detective Sandberg

Following death of he mu

ok his fiy

photographed and s«
them to sevr and pena
M tifled b

bureaus at the United States

ral cities

slitutions. wWas
tentiary,

New

Leavenwort)
Jersey
N. J. as a mar

State penitent
Trenton,
the

received

September 26

of $% to 17 years for bureils
who escaped on June =4
Both

have frequentiy

1819

Sandberg 4 Burlingan

nr
rendered assistar

| to the different government depart
rk

ments in identification we
the
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| the use of the

the police,

aquestior ‘
fingerprint to
that of ur
fingerprinting is rapidly
the fore as a question of importance
and the

versal

comin

convention of th

e Internn-

tional Association for ldentificat
will be national in its scope
| The program of 1he sessions has
not been completed as vet but in
known that the highest suthoritics
on fingerprints will be in attendance
at the sessions and read various
Papers on the subject J. H. Tavior
chief of the Naval Identifi
| Bureau, Is chairman of the r-
| tainment committee and is arrang-
il.ng an elaborate program for the
| entertainment of the visilors
Officers of the association are
H. W. Caldwell, Oakland, Cal., pres-
ident; Irvim P. Jones, Minneapolia,
Minn., first vice president; A. T.
Henroe, Leavenworth, Kan. secre-
tary-treasurer; Al. Dunlap, Chicage,

editor; Fred Sandberg, Washingtlon,
D. C., sergeant-al-arms.

The board of directors of the
association is composed of the fol-
lowing: James . Anderson, Van-
couver, B. C.; Maurice O'Neil, New
Orleans, La.: Paul N. Waggener,
Memphis, Tenn.; G. A. Benson, Wau-
pun, Wis., and Goodwin,
Youngstown, Ohjlo.

[ |

Leroy

Members of the association are
confident in the future “the
tell-tale fingerprint.,” the oft used
theme of the fiction writer, will b.‘
stripped of its surroundings of mys-

tery and adapt Itself to a tter-of=
lfut_mum of helpful wethun

b ule

near

—
HE work of the bureau of iden

rs, the palhrnl(rrﬂ‘ »



